the arbi tmr)’ will this week swap 4 wooden end-table, at least one foot square for A red rug which is nice but sheds immensely
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Fiction must be true. It must display our social monstrosities with a bitter alarmism that harnesses disgust and hurls it toward
action. It must record our quirks in the service of confirming shared humanity through the silent conspiracy between writer and reader. It must
describe for us the frozen brutality of toothpaste on the bathroom mirror so well that we can smell the fluoride.

Though fiction must be true, it needn’t always be real. Some kinds of fiction, arguably the best kinds, must tamper verisimilitude by a shade or
two. Within the context of a wittier, prettier almost-reality, these kinds of fiction can disguise, convey, and create truth. By writing life better than
it is, the author does us a distinct service. The presentation of a fictional universe with a coherent and compelling aesthetic challenges us to create
a world in its image. It innovates as it entertains.

Wiriters of fiction should of course continue to ponder the materiality of our immediate human condition in terms of the brutality of toothpaste,
the agony of adolescence, the impermanence of love, and the rest of the gamut of very real subjects. But they should not shrink back from the task
of imagining worlds close enough to ours that they might be tried on by a young generation or two.

So let us by all means continue to open novels to contemplate the truths of our real relationships and rationalizations. But let us also occasionally
open them as though they were catalogues from which we might order a different reality, bearing in mind that our fiction, like our politics, must

always be strident. E

=3 ‘pormbas « “The Girl Who Reads Sensation Story Papers,” 1891. Princeton
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The lay of the land

REPUBLICANS TAKE PERVERSE GLEE in showing off maps of the 2000 and 2004 presidential elections with
vast swathes of America plastered in the redness of their electoral victories. This is, of course, a nearly-
useless view of the outcome of an election, and some clever designers have produced electoral maps in
which states are proportionately scaled according to their population.

Still, the image of a red America bounded by two blue baffles on either side occupies a significant
place in the American imagination. We know that acres don't vote. But something still rings true about
the physical size of the American electoral regions, in much the same way that the splotches of red on
maps of the British Empire did a better job of confirming the British hegemon than any other descrip-
tion of political and ethnocultural power.

So what if acres did vote? This series of graphs asks that question. It takes the winner-takes-all system
of the electoral college and revalues it according to area rather than population. Under the real system,
Vermont and Wyoming carry equal weight. Under this system, Wyoming is ten times weightier.

The lighter gray represents the Republicans; the darker is the Democrats. Lightest gray represents the
Dixiecrats (1948), the Progressives (1912), or the Constitutional Union (1860). Black indicates the North-
ern Democrats (1860). A white star indicates the victor of the real election.
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« James E. Taylor, “Group of non-native men on
board boat, the ‘Helena’; Group of non-native
men outside brush arbor and frame structures
nearby; Mountains in distance.” Undated, from
the Smithsonian Institute National Anthropologi-
cal Archives.
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Here in THE EXILES editorial caverns, we welcome your letters, complaints, bouzouki arrangements, semaphore poems, and jeremiads. SUBMISSION S@THEEXILE.MATINIC.US




